

 


Intermediate School District 917 
1300 145th Street East 
Rosemount, MN 55068 


Telephone:  651-423-8227; FAX:  651-423-8564 


ISD 917 BOARD NOTES 
May  5, 2020 


Regular Board Meeting 


ISD 917 LICENSED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
BETSY LARSEN 


 
Besty Larsen is a special education teacher in the PACES program.   Betsy 
is nominated for her dedication to her students, her constant positive 
ethic and her drive to provide the best classroom she can for her stu-
dents.  Betsy is always doing something active and enriching for her PAC-
ES students and works tirelessly to ensure their IEP goals are met.  She is 
an amazing advocate for them and even has adapted popular plays so 
her students can perform in shows for friends, family and other staff.  
Betsy is a beautiful asset to 917 and deserves praise and accolades for all her hard work. 
 
 


ISD 917 EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 
ASHLEY PLATZ 


 
Ashley is incredibly receptive to the needs of her students. She is brilliant at coming up with 
redirections and teaching replacement behaviors on the spot. She is kind but firm. Another 
strength of Ashely’s is her ability to work as a team member. She communicates effectively 
and with compassion. She openly demonstrates respect for other staff members and teach-
ers and support staff alike seek her out for her knowledge. Intermediate School District 917 
students and staff benefit greatly from having Ashley on their team.  







 


 
       


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Emily Payne organized staff at  
Lebanon created this message that 
was sent out to students and their 
parents.  Many people have com-
mented that the “green and gold  
“ties the whole thing together.  
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PERSONNEL 
New Hires:  Jennifer Olson, Assistant Direc-
tor, effective July 1, 2020.  Change in  
Status:  Erin Mahnke, Dean Secondary 
 Education, effective April 6, 2020.  Leaves 
of Absence:  Bruce Alexander, Furlough, 
effective April 20, 2020.  Resignation & 
Terminations:  Scott Fisher, Classroom  
Assistant, effective March 30, 2020.  Becky 
Splett, Special Education Teacher, effective 
June 5, 2020.  Dawn Stephens, Special 
 Education Teacher, effective June 5, 2020. 


June 9, 2020 – 5:00 PM, School Board 
Meeting  


GOOD NEWS—Special Education 
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GOOD NEWS—Special Education  


 
 
 
 
 


• The team at AEC created an amazing “missing you” video. Linked (https://youtu.be/4-0RByyGxQA ).  
We then received this email from a teacher about a powerful moment she had while watching 
the video with our student:  


 
Today I was in a Google meet with … 
 
• We talked about the video Ms. Kennedy posted in our classroom about Earth Day and Tony pulled 


up the AEC We Miss You video. Even though we had all seen it individually, we watched it          
together. I don't think Tony realized we could see him while he was presenting this to us, but we 
watched as he wiped the tears off his cheeks and sang along to the music ("we're all in this        
together"). After the video, we talked about how this puts him in the green zone or the "purple 
zone" (103 made this up to represent love). We mentioned that Tony has so many people who 
care about him. Then, we extended our Google Meet and played online Uno (his favorite game to 
play at school). 


 
• I want to say thank you to everyone who contributed to this video, and thanks to Kate Adams for 


choosing some powerful music to remind kids that they are not alone right now. Because of this 
video, I was able to share a powerful moment with Tony and my team that strengthened our          
however distant. This video has helped students (and staff) feel so connected. I appreciate all of 
the efforts that went into making this. 


Baby Congratulations 
 
 


 


Congratulations to Adaptive Physical Education 
Teacher Danielle LaFrance-Wernke on the 
birth of a  beautiful baby girl on May 5, 2020.  
Her name is Abilene Marie LaFrance-
Wernke.  She is 7 pounds 12 oz and 21 inches 


GOOD NEWS—Special Education 



https://youtu.be/4-0RByyGxQA
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• Motion passed to approve the Blood Borne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan. 
 
• Resolution passed to approve Teachers’ Appreciation Week.   
 
• Motion passed to approve the levy for LTFM (long-term facilities maintenance), Safe 


Schools and Lease Levy. 
 
• Resolution passed to approve the Long-term Facilities Maintenance resolution.   
 
• Nicolle Roush reported on the proposed budget for 2020-2021. 
 
• Motion passed to approve DCALS Lead Teachers for 2020-2021. 
 
• Motion passed to approve Special Education Lead Teachers for 2020-2021. 
 
• Resolution passed relating to the termination and nonrenewal of a contract for a proba-


tionary teacher. 
 
• Motion passed approving the following contracts:  approved the contracts for Independent 


Licensed Psychologist, Mental Health Professional Coordinator, Centralized Intake            
Coordinator, Board Certified Behavior Analysts, Human Resources Classified Full Year       
Employees, Computer Network Specialists Classified Full-year Group, Administrator contract 
for Jennifer Olson and Director of Teaching and Learning Contract. 


 
 


 
The paraprofessionals at Lebanon and Cedar have been doing amazing things to support 
the students, their families, and the teachers. They have done read alouds, science experi-
ments, joined video calls with the students, made masks for families, made personalized 
videos for students, created videos of their nature walks, dropped off and picked up      
materials, and provided childcare! The parents have mentioned they love seeing the faces 
of the paras their children lovingly talk about at home.  
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Motions, Reports and Resolutions 


GOOD NEWS—Special Education 
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In April we received this thankful message from one of our families that participates in the 
food shelf we have offered at AEC. 


 
Hello 917 Team 


 
Our family has been blessed by each and every one of you. From 


teachers like Justin, Social worker Laura to the hands that put food 
baskets and deliver to our home every  Friday. Words cannot ex-


press our appreciation. All of you mean so much to us in this chal-
lenging time with COVID-19 stay home order. Thank you, Gracias, 


K Vous, Danke.  
 


with much & gratitude 


Matthew plus family   
 
 


 
 


• During this time we have continued to run the food shelf for all of our families out of    
Alliance. We are happy to provide our families with this food and have welcomed becom-
ing the local “grocery store” for our families.  


 
• Two of our paraprofessionals in the CASE program were asked to record the reading of a 


short story. They did not have any children’s books at home to read and so they decided to 
write their own and record it. It is all about being isolated during this time. What amazing 
creativity!  


 
• The parents/guardians of the students at Lebanon and Cedar have also been outstanding!  


They are communicating with staff on a regular basis and help problems solve when some 
aspect of distance learning isn’t going as planned.  Many participate in the video sessions 
with their children and support them with completing work.  Others have jumped in to     
create activities to extend the learning.  One parent took her son on a “field trip” studying 
the Minnesota connection to the Underground Railroad which was connected to the topic 
being covered during distance learning. Distance learning wouldn’t be successful without 
their support and flexibility! 
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• The Week of April 19-25 is National Volunteer Week. Kristin Goeser, Developmental Adapted 


Physical Education Teacher at CEC has worked to recruit and train volunteers to help support    
students with Adapted Fitness throughout the course of the school year.  Thank you to all           
volunteers and Kristin for your dedication to students. 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


• Students in Jen Kluaustermeier’s TESA Works class participated in cleaning up their respective 
neighborhoods this week: Pictures are below. 
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• Message from student Trentin Ludewig of Farmington to Tom LeDoux-Heavy Duty Truck  
 Teacher. 


“Hi Tom, I can’t thank you enough for getting me a job at the shop.  It’s so much better 
than what I was doing before and I like the opportunities I have there. I was wondering 
since I now work at the shop can I send pictures of some stuff I do to get extra credit or 
something like that? Thanks and have a great day.” 
 


• At our South campus, during our video chat yesterday we had a pet show and tell with all the 
staff and students there.  It was cute and fun.  The kids liked sharing their dogs, rabbits, and a 
gerbil showed up. DCALS South staff 


 
• Thank you so much! Thank you for everything you’ve done for me for the past 3 years, you and 


the other staff have no idea how much you guys helped me in life. No idea where I would be 
without you guys. Thank you so much :)  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


 
Emily W.(DCALS Main student) msg to Patti Mattos-Enrollment Coord and Erin Sanford-teacher 
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• Our entire staff wants to thank Michael Berndt, Mark Zuzek, and Cory Langenfeld for help-
ing to make the signage a reality on the DCTC campus location. This has been a long time 
wish for many of our staff that work on the DCTC site.  Looks awesome! 


           
 
• Cherry Cramer, Chef Patty LaBeau, Maureen Vetell, and Darla Donnelly who all work in our 


Food Industry and Fundamental Chef programs were able to help coordinate a food sale the 
week of April 20th.  They had much of the food items that 
were previously purchased for student projects that need 
to be removed.  All ISD 917 staff were given the option to  
purchase the items so that the funds could help offset the 
loss of normal activities these  programs have in the 
spring.  Thanks to all of them and the support given by a 
variety of people.   
 
 


• Hi I am Justin’s mom. I am beyond proud he finished his online and his credits. Just checking 
how the transcripts go over to Hastings high school or if there is anything we have to do as 
parents or Justin has to, to  have those sent over.   I just want to thank you for all the       
support you gave Justin these past two years and accepting him at your DCALS program. 
Glad the online helped him and he worked hard these past few months to get them done. 
Hope you're staying safe and healthy. (Msg from a parent to Patti Mattos and our staff at 
DCALS Main). 


 
• Our staff at the North campus have been working on creating short video clips of themselves 


doing something fun and as a way of encouraging their students to hang in there during 
these tough times.   
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